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Mission 
The Union Literary Institute Preservation Society (ULIPS) is an Indiana non-profit 
dedicated to promote and preserve the historical character, associations, and 
architecture of the Greenville Negro Settlement/Longtown in Greens Fork Township, 
Randolph County Indiana and in Liberty Township, Darke County, Ohio. 

UNION LITERARY INSTITUTE 
ULIPS finished work with Attlin 
Construction, Inc. to establish a 
new concrete footer beneath 
the existing foundation wall to 
stabilize the existing structure 
walls in the Fall of 2024. 

During this process, it was 
discovered that there were areas 
of the foundation wall that 
needed to be tuck pointed and 
areas removed and reinstalled.  

ULIPS then worked with Bob 
Taylor of Taylor Architects, Inc. 
and wrote a grant to Indiana 
Landmarks   Black Heritage 
Preservation Program for 
$10,750 to complete this work 
and complete a final grading at 
the site.  

The grant was approved December 
16, 2025, and work began 
immediately by United Masonry, 
who completed tuckpointing and 
Attlin completed grading covering 
the foundation wall. Bob Taylor of 
Taylor Architects, Inc. then 
created a scope of work to 
complete the following to 
complete a one-story exterior of 
the building: 

*Deconstruction commenced 
brick by brick what is left of 
the north wall (from the storm 
collapse) and northern sections 
of the east and west wall. 

*Underpin the interior wall as 
the other walls have been done 
to ensure stability. 

*Pour a new footer tying into 
the rest of the existing footing. 

*Reconstruct the north 
wall and northern 
sections of the east and 
west walls. 

*Reconstruct the middle 
sections of the east and 
west walls. 

We have received estimates 
from contractors totaling 
$175,000 to complete this 
work.  

Bob Taylor has continued 
his partnership with ULIPS 
by managing this work.  

ULIPS is working on several 
grant applications to 
support the project moving 
forward. Donations are still 
welcomed to assist with 
preservation efforts. 
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History Committee 
The History Committee led by 
board member Shari Petersime 
has been highly active in sharing 
history in the local community as 
well as through social media. The 
History Committee also includes 
Tom Harshman, Ricky Cottman, 
Brenda Jett, and Alan Taylor. They 
have organized group tours of the 
Longtown area and clean ups of 
the Alexander, Bass and Clemens 
cemeteries. In addition, Shari has 
been a guest speaker at several 
cultural programs. They have 
reproduced existing literature: 
Remembering Freedom, History 
of Union Literary Institute and 
Longtown Settlement History 
publications that have sold at 
recently hosted events and 
programs. These publications can 
be purchased by contacting a 
board member or they are 
available on the Garst Museum 
website for sale.  
Shari is seeking volunteers to help 
with continued cemetery clean up 
as she plans to host tours this fall 
including one during the Bethel 
Long Church Homecoming events 
on September 28, 2025. 

 
BRIDGES 
The History Committee 
sponsored a full day seminar     
titled “BRIDGES” for participants 
to learn about four early Pre-Civil 
War Settlements, their 
connection to Longtown, and 
their methods of preserving 
history. The title “BRIDGES” 
indicates we are the bridge from 
the past to the future as we share 
our history.  

SHARING HISTORY  

ULIPS Board of Directors Direction 
ULIPS Board of Directors is working towards the strategic 
priorities below left by Roane Smothers as opportunities arise. 
Union Literary Institute Preservation Society 
Order of Strategic Priorities 
1. As the only remaining structure on the former 
Institute campus, stabilize the ruin of the 1860 school 
building. As the first step toward this goal, replace and 
structurally straighten the foundation. 
2. Develop an online presence for the Society through 
the creation of a website with links to the existing 
Facebook wall, “Remembering Freedom,” as well as 
creating a YouTube channel. Website features include 
general history of both the Institute and the Society, 
contact information, online archive of historical and 
genealogical material, online store, virtual site tour, 
portals for dues and donations. 
3. Conduct a capital improvement campaign toward the 
goal of reconstructing the Institute building to its 
original dimensions. Recreate interior features to the 
extent known as part of an interior design that includes 
spaces for public programming, interpretive exhibits, 
and an archive. 
4. Successfully nominate the Institute campus to the 
National Register of Historic Places as an archaeological 
site. Pursue elevation of the property to National 
Historic Landmark status. 
5.  Continue genealogical research about the families of 
the Greenville settlement and collect related materials 
to add to the archive. 
6. Complete the restoration of the Clemens house as a 
museum that portrays the lifestyle and physical culture 
of the Greenville settlers generally and the Clemens 
family in particular. Research and recreate subsidiary 
structures of the farm as can be documented. 
7.  Continue primary research and archaeological 
investigation to document the other structures and site 
features of the Institute campus. Recreate those features 
as far as possible to do so accurately. 
8. Develop programming partnerships with other 
organizations that have similar interests, such as the 
Levi Coffin State Historic Site and the Garst Museum.  
9. Develop programs and tours to maintain public 
awareness of the properties and their significance. 
Promote the properties as a heritage tourism 
destination. 



 

 

Website Update 
Submitted by Jayne Bielke 

ULIPS has videos that help to further explain the 
history and purpose of the organization. In 
particular, “Remembering Freedom: James 
Clemens and the Longtown Settlement” focuses 
on the Clemens Family and their prominent role 
in the farming community and growth of 
Longtown. It is available at IMDB and the address 
can be found under the Resources Section of the 
www.unionliterary.org website. 
 

 
 
The video “A High and Noble Purpose: The Union 
Literary Institute Remembered” is told through 
the lens of one of the early teachers at the 
Institute, who came from New York to spend a 
year at the Institute. It showcases the Institute’s 
role in the Underground Railroad and features 
original music composed specifically for the 
video. It is also available on YouTube. 
 
Both videos were produced through the Virginia 
B. Ball Center for Creative Inquiry at Ball State 
University. Other videos are also listed under the 
Resources section of the website. 
 
Please use the QR code here to explore 
our website! 
The Union Literary Preservation Society, Inc. 
(ULIPS) developed a website 
www.unionliterary.org, working with Board 
Secretary, Dr. Jayne Bielke and Ball State 
University.   
 
This website includes 
information about ULIPS,  
area history, cemeteries, a 
Union Literary Institute 
documentary and more. 

History 
Point of 
Interest 
Daniel Hill   
Submitted by Tom Hamm 

Daniel Hill (1817-1899).  
If we consider the 
members of the original board of managers of 
the Union Literary Institute to be its founders, 
then Daniel Hill was one. Born in Richmond, 
Wayne County, Indiana, he was the son of Henry 
and Achsah (Peacock) Hill. He was married four 
times: first to Arcadia Thomas (1818-1863); 
second to Martha Ann Hussey (1834-1872); third 
to Tamar Thorn (1825-1894); and last to Dr. 
Rachel Bailey (1828-1917). He moved to Randolph 
County as a child, went back to Wayne County 
in 1837, then returned to Randolph County in 
1841. He served as a Republican state senator 
from Randolph County 1857-1861. He was an 
Orthodox Friend; in 1843 he and his wife joined 
the Anti-Slavery Friends, who separated from the 
larger body of Indiana Quakers because they 
thought them insufficiently radical in their 
opposition to slavery. They returned to the main 
body of Orthodox Friends in 1852. They returned 
to Wayne County in 1862, where Arcadia died. In 
1864 Daniel moved to Cincinnati. There he was 
actively involved in work on behalf of the freed 
people in the South, spending time in Tennessee, 
and served as superintendent of an orphanage. 
In 1867 he moved to New Vienna, Ohio, where 
he was recorded a Quaker minister and became 
executive secretary of the Peace Association of 
Friends in America. He opened a publishing 
house, and in 1871 he began publishing a weekly 
Quaker journal, the Christian Worker. In 
addition to antislavery, his reform interests were 
peace and Prohibition. In 1887 he returned to 
Richmond, Indiana, where he lived until his 
death and was buried in Earlham Cemetery. 
 
Sources: Willard C. Heiss, comp., “Randolph 
County, Indiana Pioneer Quaker Families,” 1958 
(typescript, Friends Collection, Earlham 
College); 190-92; [Robert B. Harlan], History of 
Clinton County, Ohio (Chicago, 1882), 998-99. 



This newsletter is dedicated in memory 

of Roane Smothers’ many years of 

service to the Union Literary Institute 

Preservation Society 

CLEMENS HISTORIC FARMSTEAD 
The Clemens Farmstead is listed on The National Register of 
Historic Places and is recognized as an Underground Railroad Site 
by the National Parks Service. 

 

Clemens Farmstead Update 
ULIPS recently engaged Brainwave, 
a consultant specializing in 
conservation, restoration, 
preservation, and adaptive re-use 
of historic structures. Their report 
recommended adjusting our 
strategy to create more funding 
opportunities. Options ranged 
from preserving the existing 
farmhouse to reestablishing former  

outbuildings such as the 
smokehouse, outhouse, spring 
house, summer kitchen. 

After careful consideration, the 
board voted not to pursue 
Historic Tax Credits. Instead, 
exploring a phased approach, 
phasing rehabilitation into 
smaller projects that can be 
funded through grants and 
donations over time. 

 

ULIPS has made great progress in efforts to preserve both the Union 
Literary Institute and Clemens Farmstead, however there is still much more to do, and we need 
more members and significant resources to reach full potential. Please consider donating or joining 
as a member by visiting the website, writing to the address below, or contacting a board member. 

MEMBERSHIP  
Membership dues support the operations of the organization and the two sites. To renew your 
membership or to become a member of Union Literary Institute Preservation Society, please  
complete this form or use QR code below for credit card payments from website 
www.unionliterary.org.  Union Literary Institute Preservation Society, Inc. is a 501 © 3 organization.  

Name: Check Type of Membership 

o Individual                     $25 
o Family                           $25 
o Junior                            $10 
o Senior                           $15 
o Lifetime                        $250 
o Corporate/Lifetime    $500 

Address: 

 

Phone: 

Email: 

Kindly make checks payable to Union Literary Institute Preservation Society, Inc. 
Mail to: Union Literary Institute Preservation Society, Inc. P.O. Box 734, Lynn, IN 47355 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

ULIPS ANNUAL MEETING 
1 PM – SEPTEMBER 20, 2025 
LEVI AND CATHERINE 
COFFIN MEETING HOUSE 
303 NORTH US 27 
FT. CITY, IN 47341 
 
 
 
HOMECOMING 
11AM -SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 
BETHEL LONG CHURCH  
255 STINGLEY RD, 
GREENVILLE, OH 45331 
 

Zoom ID 894 8562 9187 
Code 278562

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE 
Clemens Cemetery 
11AM -May 25, 2026 


