In 1989, The Union Literary Union Literary Institute
Preservation Society, Inc. 1845-1914
(ULIPS)was founded to The Union Literary Institute was a unique
promote and preserve the school conceived during a time of racial
historic charter, association prejudice and strife. Anti-slavery
and architecture of the Union Quakers founded the Institute with free

blacks who lived near the Greenville

therary_lnstltute in Greensfork Negro Settlement, Longtown, Ohio that
Township of Randolph County, straddled the Indiana-Ohio state line.
Indiana. In 2001, the mission The Institute made no distinction for
was expanded to promote and race, color or sex at a time when
preserve the Greenville Neg ro interracial education was virtually

Settlement Longtown of Darke unheard of prior to the Civil War.

County Ohio and Randolph
County, Indiana.
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7
Buildings

James Clemens was the first man of color to
purchase land in Darke County in 1818.
James Clemens was also the founding father
of the Longtown settlement, and the Clemens
were conductors in the Underground
Railroad. In addition, James Clemens also
helped establish the Union Literary Institute
and his sons were on its first board.

The two structures of the early settlement
that still stand today are the Union Literary
Institute schoolhouse and the James and
Sophia Clemens Farmstead. Due to the
ravages of time and weather these two
buildings are deteriorating at an alarming
rate. The ULIPS purchased the Clemens
Farmstead in 2002 and is raising funds to
restore the farmstead.
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History

The Longtown community is one of
Ohio’s oldest black settlements. This
community reached a peak population of
approximately 900 people around 1880.
Members were conductors of the
Underground Railroad sending escaped
slaves towards Canada. Many of its
young men fought in the Civil War and
are buried in the community’s
cemeteries. After 1880, the population of
the settlement declined, with its
residents migrating for work and
opportunity. Now just a few families farm
their ancestral land, and a few structures
remain of this once vibrant community.
W.E.B. Dubois wrote an article of his
visit to Longtown in 1909 on the history
of Longtown’s start in 1804 titled “Long
in Darke”, The Colored American
Magazine.

Union Literary Institute Notable Students
Hiram Rhodes Revels, the first African-
American U.S. Senator

James Sidney Hinton, the first black elected
to the Indiana House of Representatives
Amanda Way, president of the Indiana
Women's Suffrage movement
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Membership

If you would like to become a member of the
Union Literary Institute Preservation Society,
please complete the form below:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Check Type of Membership

o Individual $25
o Family $25
o Junior $10
o Senior $15
o Lifetime $250
o Corporate/Lifetime  $500

Union Literary Institute
Preservation Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 734

Lynn IN 47355



