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Mission

The Union Literary Institute Preservation Society (ULIPS) is an Indiana non-profit
dedicated to promote and preserve the historical character, associations, and
architecture of the Greenville Negro Settlement/Longtown in Greens Fork Township,
Randolph County Indiana and in Liberty Township, Darke County, Ohio.

UNION LITERARY INSTITUTE
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SHARING HISTORY

History Committee

The Longtown History
Committee led by board
member Shari Petersime has
been very active in sharing
history in the local community
as well as through social media.
The Longtown History
Committee also includes Tom
Harshman, Ricky Cottman,
Brenda Jett and Alan Taylor.
They have organized group tours
and clean ups of the cemeteries.
In addition, Shari has been a
guest speaker at several cultural
programs. They have reproduced
existing literature Remembering
Freedom, History of Union
Literary Institute and Longtown
Settlement History publications
that have sold at recently hosted
events and programs. These
publications can be purchased
by contacting a board member
or they are available on the
Garst Museum website for sale.

BRIDGES

The Longtown History
Committee sponsored a full day
seminar on May 17th titled
“BRIDGES” for 40 participants to
learn about four early Pre-Civil
War Settlements, their
connection to Longtown, and
their methods of preserving
history. The title “BRIDGES”
indicates we are the bridge from
the past to the future as we
share our history. The program
was held at the Golden Eagle
Christian Center (former
Palestine School), Palestine,
Ohio. Presentations were given
by the Beech, Roberts, Lick
Creek and Longtown
Settlements followed by a panel
discussion.

ULIPS Board of Directors Direction

ULIPS Board of Directors is working towards the strategic
priorities below left by Roane Smothers as opportunities arise.
Union Literary Institute Preservation Society
Order of Strategic Priorities

1. As the only remaining structure on the former Institute
campus, stabilize the ruin of the 1860 school building. As the first
step toward this goal, replace and structurally straighten the
foundation.

2. Develop an online presence for the Society through the
creation of a website with links to the existing Facebook wall,
“Remembering Freedom,” as well as creating a YouTube channel.
Website features include general history of both the Institute and
the Society, contact information, online archive of historical and
genealogical material, online store, virtual site tour, portals for
dues and donations.

3. Conduct a capital improvement campaign toward the goal of
reconstructing the Institute building to its original dimensions.
Recreate interior features to the extent known as part of an
interior design that includes spaces for public programming,
interpretive exhibits, and an archive.

4. Successfully nominate the Institute campus to the National
Register of Historic Places as an archaeological site. Pursue
elevation of the property to National Historic Landmark status.
5. Continue genealogical research about the families of the
Greenville settlement and collect related materials to add to the
archive.

6. Complete the restoration of the Clemens house as a museum
that portrays the lifestyle and physical culture of the Greenville
settlers generally and the Clemens family in particular. Research
and recreate subsidiary structures of the farm as can be
documented.

7. Continue primary research and archaeological investigation to
document the other structures and site features of the Institute
campus. Recreate those features as far as possible to do so
accurately.

8. Develop programming partnerships with other organizations
that have similar interests, such as the Levi Coffin State Historic
Site and the Garst Museum.

9. Develop programs and tours to maintain public awareness of
the properties and their significance. Promote the properties as a
heritage tourism destination.

Please use the QR code here to explore our website!
The Union Literary Preservation Society, Inc. (ULIPS) developed
a website www.unionliterary.org, working with Board Secretary,
Dr. Jayne Bielke and Ball State University.

This website includes information about ULIPS,
area history, cemeteries, a Union Literary
Institute documentary and more.



http://www.unionliterary.org/

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

—_— —_——

During the month of March, the Longtown History Committee highlighted women who made extraordinary contributions in the Longtown area
and beyond. This history was shared on social media pages from Facebook Remembering Freedom: James Clemens and the Longtown
Settlement where there is another post of about Kathryn Magnolia Johnson.

Amanda M. Way

Submitted by Tom Harshman

Amanda M. Way was born circa 1828, in
Winchester, Indiana, to the Quaker family of
Matthew and Hannah (Martin) Way. Her
parents were members of the Cherry Grove
monthly meeting in Randolph County, IN.
Amanda attended local schools, including Union
Literary Institute (a Quaker-supported school in
Randolph County), and was trained as a teacher.
At age 21, she was engaged to a Dr. Cook;
however, he died in an 1849 cholera epidemic three weeks before their
wedding. Her father also died of the disease that same year. Way was a
schoolteacher by profession, but after the death of her father in 1849,
she worked as a milliner (hatmaker) and seamstress to support her
widowed mother and other members of her family. While living in
Winchester, she assembled women and then marched to grocery stores
and drugstores, requesting that their owners pledge not to sell liquor.
Way devoted her life to the abolition of slavery, alcohol prohibition
and women’s equal rights.

In 1851, Amanda Way called for Indiana’s first Women’s Rights
Convention. Held in Dublin, Wayne County, in 1851, the convention
produced the Indiana Women’s Rights Association. She served as Vice
President in its first year and later became President in 1855. With the
onset of the Civil War, Way's reform activities ceased when she
followed four of her brothers who had joined the Union Army to
become a nurse, serving both in hospitals and on the battlefield.
Following the war, she resumed her work for women's rights by
initiating another call for a state-wide convention in 1869. The
subsequent reorganization of the prewar women's movement resulted
in the creation of the Indiana Woman Suffrage Association. Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony dubbed her the "mother of "The
Woman Suffrage Association' in Indiana" for her early leadership and
efforts in initiating the first women's rights convention in the state.
Way became a minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1871. In
1872, her ministry took her to Kansas where she continued to lecture
on temperance and the women's movement. Amanda returned to the
Society of Friends by the mid-188os after the Methodist Episcopal
church revoked the right for women to preach. She spoke frequently
and was active in the Friends’ meetings, particularly in Idaho.

While in Idaho, Amanda Way was nominated by the Prohibition Party
to run for US Congress in 1900, making her the first Indiana-born
woman to do so. After a short stay in Idaho, she made her home in
Whittier, California, where she died in 1914. Following her death, she
was remembered in many communities throughout the country as a
pioneer women’s rights advocate who laid the groundwork for
women’s suffrage.

Romania Bass Kennedy
Submitted by Brenda Jett

Many one room schools closed in 1952
and Longtown's one room school #4
was no exception. The school consisted
of 13 students and one teacher and it
consolidated with Palestine and
Hollansburg schools. School house #4
ultimately became the Community

¢ Center. The last teacher at school #4

! was Romania Bass Kennedy who taught

from 1946-1952.
Former students remember Romania as being a highly respected
individual who was a resident of the community. Romania's
parents were Reverend Ed Bass, who preached at the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, and Matilda Hill Bass. Romania was born
September 29,1901 and her siblings included Flossie, Marie, Ira
DeSoto, Ralph, and Dorothy. Romania graduated from Greenville
High School class of 1920 and she attended Muskingum College,
Miami University, and graduated from Ohio State University.
Former students remember Romania as being a good teacher.
Romania taught all subjects to students in grades 1-8. Students
sat in rows according to grade level with younger students sitting
on the south side of the room and the older students sitting on
the north side of the room. While Romania taught lessons to one
grade level, the other students were expected to remain quiet and
work on their assignments. Younger students would listen to the
older students recite their lessons and often learned those
lessons as well. Spelling bees and ciphering matches were held
frequently and were a source of great excitement.

Former students remember Romania as a strict disciplinarian
who "would not take anything off of anyone". Students who
misbehaved were expected to get a branch off a nearby tree and
punishment was given accordingly, while other students
observed. This technique helped serve as a deterrent to those
considering misbehaving.

After the school closing at Long, Romania continued her
teaching career at Woodington and Franklin Twp schools. On
December 9,1960, while on her way to work, Romania was
involved in a two vehicle accident at the intersection of Stingley
and Palestine-Union City Rds. It was here Romania succumbed
to her injuries and she was buried in the Clemens cemetery.
Romania was married to Wilfred Kennedy and they had one son
Lawrence.

A teacher's influence can last a lifetime and Romania's influence
upon her students continue to this day. Many of the students
continued their education and assumed a variety of professions.

Agnes Robbins Cotman (Cottman) Submitted by Ricky Cottman

Agnes Robbins Cotman was born in 1823 to Richard Robbins and Margaret Terry Robbins. She was raised in the Cabin Creek Settlement
near Farmland, Indiana in Randolph County. She was one of 1 children born to them. Agnes married Hiram Cotman, born 1820, also of
the Cabin Creek Settlement on February 24, 1842. He was the son of Abram and Ann Marie Johnson Cotman. Following their marriage
they lived in the settlement until moving to the Greenville Settlement in the early 1860's. They were the parents of 10 children. The
children were Louisa, Josiah, Lavina, Ezekiel, Jemimah, Abraham, Richard, Mariah, Darius and Isaac. In the mid 1860's she and her
husband Hiram became Houseparents and Caretakers at the Union Literary Institute in Randolph County. She was responsible for the
day to day care of the students living quarters, while Hiram was charged with caretaking the property. Two of her sons became African
American Episcopal ministers. Reverend Abraham rose to the title of Presiding Elder in New York City, and Reverend Ezekiel an AME
pastor in St. Louis, Missouri and Springfield, Illinois. Agnes died April 15,1888 in Richmond, Indiana after a short illness. She suffered
untold, but was patient to the end. She was described as a model woman, and a consistent member of the AME Church. She died in the
triumph of a living faith, giving to her friends evidence of her assurance of a blessed immortality beyond this vail of tears. Her funeral
was held at the Bethel AME Church in Richmond, Tuesday April 17th at 9:30 AM. Interment was in Earlham Cemetery also in
Richmond, Indiana. Mrs. Cotman was mother of those 10 children with 6 surviving. She was a kind Mother, a devoted wife, and a
sympathizing friend to suffering humanity. She is one that will be greatly missed by her friends in this community.



CLEMENS HISTORIC FARMSTEAD

The Clemens Farmstead is listed on The National Register of
Historic Places and is recognized as an Underground Railroad Site
by the National Parks Service.

CLED MASON FURNITURE DONATION ~ CLEMENS FARMSTEAD UPDATE » &) |
We want to offer our gratitude to Now that ULIPS has closed out
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the family of Cleo Mason, the grant from the Ohio History ( | .
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was very generous in offering Building Committee Members, This newsletter is '

including her son Chauncy Mason, = Connection’s History Fund. The

furniture for future display in the Alan Taylor, Brent Clemens, dedicated in memory of
Clemens House. ULIPS board Tom Harshman, Craig Leonard Roane Smothers many
members traveled to Columbus, and Sarah Mitchell and have years of service to the
Ohio to pick up the items to safely ~ begun consulting with Maze Union Literary Institute

store while we move forward with Design to begin planning efforts
restoration efforts. for the restoration of the James
and Sophia Clemens Farmstead. HOMECOMING

” { 10 AM- SEPTEMBER 29, 2024
BETHEL LONG CHURCH
255 STINGLEY RD,
GREENVILLE, OH 45331
ULIPS ANNUAL MEETING
1 PM-0OCTOBER 12, 2024
LEVI AND CATHERINE
COFFIN MEETING HOUSE
303 NORTH US 27
FT. CITY, IN 47341
ULIPS has made great progress in efforts to preserve both the Union Literary Institute and Clemens
Farmstead, however there is still much more to do, and we need more members and significant
resources to reach full potential. Please consider donating or joining as a member of the Union
Literary Institute by visiting the website, writing to the address below, or contacting a board member.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership dues support the operations of the organization and the two sites. To renew your
membership or to become a member of Union Literary Institute Preservation Society, please complete
this form or use QR code below for credit card payments through our website www.unionliterary.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Name: Check Type of Membership
Address: o Individual $25
o Family S25
o Junior S10
o Senior $15
Phone: o Lifetime $250
o Corporate/Lifetime $500
Email:

Kindly make checks payable to Union Literary Institute Preservation Society, Inc.
Mail to: Union Literary Institute Preservation Society, Inc. P.O. Box 734, Lynn, IN 47355


http://www.unionliterary.org/
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